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Abstract:

You could say that | am a member of NAGATSIHID, but I am not necessarily
representing the views of NAGATSIHID (which includes ABS, AIHW, DoHA and
others) as NAGATSIHID has not had an opportunity to discuss some of the issues
I will raise.

So the comments | will be making are my personal views.
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public health aspects of cardiovascular disease and Aboriginal and Torres Strait
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Indigenous mortality: data

m Essential tor monitor Close the Gap
n Life expectancy.

n Childi mortality

n Recent developments

x \Way forward



Monitoring Close the Gap — life
expectancy.

s Use data that Is useable, not demographic
moedels wWhose assumptions are violated



Monitering Close the Gap — child
mortality

s Link birth, perinatall and death records all
jurisdictions to provide infant mortality
initially: and child mortality: within a fiew
years



Recent developments

= Barnes, Smith
n Census/mortality linkage
m Discussion paper



[Discussion paper ISSUues

26% Indigenous deaths unlinked
Unlinked non-Indigenous deaths
PES guestions

Face validity: of estimates ofi completeness of
NI, WA and 2?7 Qld and NSW.

N (2.09), WA (1.10) implausible
Qldl (0.93) and NSW' (0.85) 77

Note link between unlinked Indigenous deaths
and implausibility WA,NT



Discussion paper estimates

s May welll be that estimates of
completeness of death registration are
high

x At least a pessibility that consequently, lifie
expectancy estimates are high



\Way: forward

Accountability — ABS, AIHW: jurisdictions
ABS to lead a national effort on vitals
Jurisdiction —specified! levels off completeness

7 Link  ABS surveys and death records to get
alternative estimates ofi completeness of
identification ofi Aboriginality: onr death records

Increase scale of linkage project next census
AIHW linkage project

Other — review methods of estimating
completeness of reporting death records
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