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Abstract: 
You could say that I am a member of NAGATSIHID, but I am not necessarily 
representing the views of NAGATSIHID (which includes ABS, AIHW, DoHA and 
others) as NAGATSIHID has not had an opportunity to discuss some of the issues 
I will raise. 
 
So the comments I will be making are my personal views. 
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Essential to monitor Close the GapEssential to monitor Close the Gap
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Monitoring Close the Gap Monitoring Close the Gap –– life life 
expectancyexpectancy

Use data that is useable, not demographic Use data that is useable, not demographic 
models whose assumptions are violatedmodels whose assumptions are violated



Monitoring Close the Gap Monitoring Close the Gap –– child child 
mortalitymortality

Link birth, Link birth, perinatalperinatal and death records all and death records all 
jurisdictions to provide infant mortality jurisdictions to provide infant mortality 
initially and child mortality within a few initially and child mortality within a few 
yearsyears



Recent developmentsRecent developments

Barnes, SmithBarnes, Smith
Census/mortality linkageCensus/mortality linkage
Discussion paperDiscussion paper



Discussion paper issuesDiscussion paper issues

26% Indigenous deaths unlinked26% Indigenous deaths unlinked
Unlinked nonUnlinked non--Indigenous deathsIndigenous deaths
PES questionsPES questions
Face validity of estimates of completeness of Face validity of estimates of completeness of 
NT, WA and ?? NT, WA and ?? QldQld and NSWand NSW
NT (1.09),WA (1.10) implausibleNT (1.09),WA (1.10) implausible
QldQld (0.93) and NSW (0.85) ??(0.93) and NSW (0.85) ??
Note link between unlinked Indigenous deaths Note link between unlinked Indigenous deaths 
and implausibility WA,NTand implausibility WA,NT



Discussion paper estimatesDiscussion paper estimates

May well be that estimates of May well be that estimates of 
completeness of death registration are completeness of death registration are 
highhigh
At least a possibility that consequently, life At least a possibility that consequently, life 
expectancy estimates are highexpectancy estimates are high



Way forwardWay forward
Accountability Accountability –– ABS, AIHW jurisdictionsABS, AIHW jurisdictions
ABS to lead a national effort on vitalsABS to lead a national effort on vitals
Jurisdiction Jurisdiction ––specified levels of completenessspecified levels of completeness
? Link ABS surveys and death records to get ? Link ABS surveys and death records to get 
alternative estimates of completeness of alternative estimates of completeness of 
identification of Aboriginality on death recordsidentification of Aboriginality on death records
Increase scale of linkage project next censusIncrease scale of linkage project next census
AIHW linkage projectAIHW linkage project
Other Other –– review methods of estimating review methods of estimating 
completeness of reporting death recordscompleteness of reporting death records
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